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IMPROVED FLOWERPOT HOLDER. 



The present invention concerns an improved holder for packaging, presentation, 
decoration, and even protection of flowerpots. 

The pots used nowadays for growing various flowers or plants are generally made of terra 
cotta and are relatively unattractive. Moreover, of necessity, they have a hole in the 
bottom through which irrigation water may drain. 

For these reasons, at the time of sale, florists place a sleeve made of a tube of a folded 
material (paper, plastic film...) around the pot, with the sleeve being capable of being 
used for pots having different diameters because of its transverse expandability. 

Although this solution enables resolution of the problem concerning the external 
aesthetics of the pot, it is imperative to have under it a receptacle (a saucer) to avoid 
spilling the irrigation water. 

Another solution to resolve the aforementioned problems consists in using decorative 
flowerpot holders in which the flowerpots per se are placed. Such flowerpot holders must 
be adapted depending on each type of flowerpot. 

Now, a new type of holder, which is economical to produce and attractive, has been 
discovered, and it constitutes the object of this invention. On the one hand, it can be used 
for pots of all different sizes in a manner similar to the pleated sleeves to improve 
presentation at the time of sale; and, on the other, it can be retained by the user without 
having to place a saucer under the pot to collect the water. 

In general, the invention thus concerns an improved flowerpot holder of the type having 
not only a lateral wall surrounding the pot over its height but also having a full, flat 



2 



bottom making it possible to ensure collection and holding of the irrigation water, with 
this flowerpot holder characterized by the fact: 

- that is basically a relatively flexible, thin sheet of thermoformable material, 

- that its lateral wall is composed of a succession of protruding and indented parts 
guaranteeing transverse expandability. 

Such a pot is obtained by all the conventional processes of shaping thermoformable 
material and advantageously by thermoforming an antishock PVC or polystyrene sheet. It 
may have all appropriate shapes, cylinders, truncated cones, parallelepipeds, etc. 

Preferably, the protruding and indented parts are disposed in the shape of a fan of which 
the contracted zone is near the bottom of the pot. 

Moreover, the forming is accomplished such that the connecting zone between the 
bottom and the pleated lateral wall provides a certain rigidity to the whole, while at the 
same time allowing a variation of the dimensions of the pot over the entire height thereof. 

The invention and the advantages it provides will be better understood by means of the 
exemplary embodiment presented in the following, by way of illustration but not 
restrictive, and which is depicted in the annexed drawings, wherein: 

- Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a flowerpot holder in the shape of a truncated cone 
produced according to the invention, 

- Fig. 2 is a partial exploded view, showing in greater detail an embodiment of the 
protrusions and indentations of such a flowerpot holder, 

- Fig. 3 is a cross-section along the axis AA of Fig. 2, 

- Fig. 4, 5, and 6 illustrate schematically in cross-section various types of protrusions and 
indentations which can be used to produce such flowerpot holders. 

Referring to the annexed figures, the flowerpot holder according to the invention has a 
lateral portion 1 intended to surround the pot over its entire height, as well as a flat, full 
bottom 2, guaranteeing collection and holding of the irrigation water. 
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Such a pot is obtained by thermoforming a flexible, relatively thin sheet of material, such 
as a sheet of antishock PVC or polystyrene, with the thermoforming performed in a mold 
whose shape is such that a lateral wall 1 composed of a succession of protrusions 3 and 
indentations 4 guaranteeing transverse expandability of the wall is produced. 

These successive protruding and indented parts form undulations which may have any 
appropriate configuration, such as the shape of zigzag folds (Fig. 4), rounded folds (Fig. 
5), or folds with a substantially flat base (Fig. 6). 

In the exemplary embodiment depicted in Fig. 1, 2, and 3, the protruding portions 3 and 
indented portions 4 form a fan of which the contracted portion is located near the bottom 
2 of the flower pop holder. In addition, the connecting zone 5 between the pleated lateral 
wall 1 and the bottom 2 is in the form of combination of curves as depicted schematically 
in Fig. 2 and 3, such that the indented portion 4 recedes slightly into the zone 5 
connecting with the bottom 2. This makes it possible to also guarantee a certain 
expandability in the vicinity of the bottom 2, while the bottom retains constant 
dimensions. 

In such an embodiment, it is possible, beginning with a relatively flexible starting 
material, to obtain a flowerpot holder which not only has high stability and good rigidity 
but is also capable of being adapted to pots of different diameters. The variations in 
dimensions of such a flowerpot holder will be readily adapted depending on the 
applications by taking advantage of the height of the protruding parts 3. 

Flowerpot holders which could be adapted to any conventional truncated cone-shaped 
pots with diameters ranging from 12 to 18 cm have been produced by thermoforming in 
this manner. 

Such flowerpot holders are obtained beginning with a polyethylene or PVC film with a 
thickness of 0.20 mm. 
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Before thermoforming, this sheet is introduced onto a heating platform which causes its 
softening, a platform heated to approximately 1 lOoC in the case of the PVC and to 
approximately 90 to lOQoC in the case of a polystyrene. The sheet thus softened is placed 
in a mold, in a conventional manner, so as to give it the configuration of a pot with 
protruding and indented portions as depicted in Fig. 1 and 2. In the present case, the 
protruding parts 3 have a width of about 1 mm, with the indented parts 4 ranging from 
3.5 mm at the base to 10 mm at the top. Moreover, the height of the protruding parts is 
approximately 3.5 mm. 

Such a flowerpot holder may be used for pots of all different dimensions. Of course, in 
the case of a short pot, the flowerpot holder may be cut at the top to adapt it. 

Such a flowerpot holder can be mass-produced, starting with a relatively inexpensive 
material. It is very easy to use because of the expandability of its transverse wall, which 
not only facilitates placement of the pot, whose dimensions may, as already mentioned, 
be variable; it also facilitates the removal of the pot, if desired. It enables not only 
improving the presentation of flowerpots, but also provides protection and prevents 
drainage of water from the bottom. 

Of course, the invention is not restricted to the embodiment described above, but it also 
covers all variants produced with the same concept. 



5 



CLAIMS 



1 . Improved flowerpot holder of the type comprising a lateral wall ( 1 ) surrounding the 
pot over its height and a full, flat bottom (2), providing for collection and storage of the 
irrigation water, characterized in 

- that it is based on a sheet of relatively flexible, thin thermoformable material, 

- that its lateral wall (1) is composed of a succession of protruding parts (3) and indented 
parts (4) providing it a certain transverse expandability. 

2. Flowerpot holder according to Claim 1, characterized in that it is produced starting 
from a sheet of polyethylene. 

3. Flowerpot holder according to Claim 1 , characterized in that it is produced starting 
from a sheet of polystyrene. 

4. Flowerpot holder according to one of Claims 1 through 3, characterized in that the 
protruding parts (3) and the indented parts (4) have the form of a fan whose contracted 
zone is disposed in the vicinity of the bottom (2) of the pot. 

5. Flowerpot holder according to one of Claims 1 through 4, characterized in that it has 
the shape of a truncated cone. 

6. Flowerpot holder according to one of Claims 1 through 5, characterized in that the 
connecting zone (5) between the lateral wall (1) and the bottom (2) is made up of a 
combination of curved surfaces giving, on the one hand, a certain rigidity to the base and, 
on the other, a certain expandability to the lateral wall in the zone near this base. 
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